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From top: Women from Monkeybiz South
Africa pase with their Afreaks beaded
animal sculptures, a collaboration with
the Haas Brothers. Simon Haas's pencil
and ink drawing for a beading algorithm.
Eyes-Tk Newton and Neil Tongue
sculptures with cast bronze legs.

A creature named for a hockey player.
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"Our hope 1is that this opens the door for them to dream
bigger than they thought they could” —Simon Haas

're all broth d si
were a rothers and sisters
Great minds really do think alike. Take the New York gallery R & Company’s principals, Zesty Meyers and Evan Snyder-
man, and the artist twins Nikolai and Simon Haas, who went to Cape Town together to represent the U.S. at a World

Design Capital event. When the two duos broke off to explore the coinciding Design Indaba on their own, then re-
convened, they discovered they'd all purchased objects from Monkeybiz South Africa, a women's collective that's

p ful Nikolai Haas recalls. Ultimately, however, it was the warmth of the women and a desire to help them that led
R & Company to facilitate a collaboration between the Haas Brothers studio and Monkeybiz members to produce

sculptures, with a portion of profits going back to the women.
After two years of work, both remotely from the studio in Los Angeles and side by side in Cape Town, millions of

where they sold out. Other pieces are currently in “Beauty—Cooper Hewitt Design Triennial” at the New York
museum. Five of the Haas Sisters flew in to attend the opening. —Annie Block

DU interiordesign.net/haas16 for a video of Nikolai and Simon Haas with Monkeybiz South Africa in Cape Town

reviving the local tradition of beadwork. “Initially, what drew us was the insane aesthetic—very exotic and color-

glass beads were hand-stitched, and Afreaks sculptures were ready to debut at R & Company's booth at DesignMiami,
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